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Introduction 


E believe that in the Church lies the hope of the 

world. But we must understand what the Church is. 
Many think of the Church as a denomination or even as 
buildings. The Church is a living organism. It is made up 
of men, women, and children who fight for God’s new 
world. This new world is to be a world where God’s will 
is done. Jesus gave us the pattern for it, and then He began 
remaking the people who in turn would remake the world. 
“These that have turned the world upside down are come 
hither also,” is one way their enemies described the Church 
in the New Testament. 

Christianity is a revolution. Christians are revolutionaries. 
Their business is to turn things upside down until they are 
right side up as God wants them. This is the Church’s job. 
When God is in control of this world, then the Church’s job 
is done. People with this conception smell the smoke of 
moral battle. They know there is a war going on that is 
not confined to foreign battlefields. The line runs through 
every one of us, through homes, industry, society, and gov- 
ernment. 

Because evil is organized, it is powerful. Good people are 
often too individualistic. The time has come when the very 
life of America depends upon the unity of the Christian 


forces. We must battle the subversive forces of greed, lust, 
and hate with a united mind. We may yet usher in the great- 
est revolution of all time, whereby the Cross of Christ will 
transform the world. 

We believe this revolution has begun. This volume by 
our minister is based on five addresses delivered in St. Giles 
Presbyterian Church over radio station WRVA. We believe 
it will inspire in many a fighting faith. 
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CHAPTER I 


Building Sound Homes | 


Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God 1s one 
Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might. And these words, which I 
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 
and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sit- 
test in thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a 
sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as front- 
lets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write 
them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy 


gates. 
—DEUTERONOMY 6: 4-9 


I 


BUILDING SOUND HOMES 
“What have they seen in thine house?”—II Kings 20:15. 


T 


Gee. morning at three o’clock I was called out of my 
bed to the telephone by a mother who was trying to 
locate her daughter. She asked me if I knew any of the 
young people who went out with her on the party. Un- 
fortunately I did not. So I tried to go back to sleep. But I 
lay awake for hours. I spent the early part of this morning 
thinking about that family. 

Home life once made America great. The Puritans, the 
Cavaliers, and the pioneers built stout homes of logs they 
hewed out of the forest and bricks sent over from England. 
But there was another stoutness in their homes. They were 
strong in loyalty and discipline and character. Once homes 
like those were the glory of America. Is it true of us today? 

We might inspect our homes. You know the kind of in- 
spection our soldiers go through every day, or once a week. 
But I am thinking of another kind of inspection—the kind 
that a true friend would make if he were to visit in our 
home. 

We love to have guests. We give them the run of the 
house. They have a passkey. They come and go at will. They 
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have free access to the icebox and the kitchen, and if they 
stay long enough they see us pretty well as we are. Now 
usually when guests like that have left, they sit down and 
write a courteous “thank you” note. It is often a very con- 
ventional message. I have been wondering what such friends 
would say if, after having the freedom of our home, they 
wrote us exactly what they thought. They might surprise 
us. They might even disappoint us, or anger us, if they were 
honest enough to tell us exactly what they had seen in our 
house. I wonder if they would see in our home the qualities 
the nation most needs today. 

We have a situation something like that in a ruler’s home 
in the Old Testament. Hezekiah was one of the last of the 
fairly decent kings that Israel had. He had enough religion 
for himself in times of emergency. Once when the Assyrian 
army thundered at the gates of Jerusalem, he humbled him- 
self enough to go to the temple and pray. God heard his 
prayer and delivered the city. Then he was critically ill—was 
going to die. Again Hezekiah turned humbly and prayed. 
God saved his life. When he got well from that illness an em- 
bassy from Babylon came to congratulate him on his recov- 
ery. He feasted them sumptuously, entertained them royally. 
He showed them his treasures, his wealth, and his military 
power. When they left, the keen-eyed prophet Isaiah came 
to his home and said, ‘“‘What have they seen in thine house?” 
Hezekiah told him—wealth, power, entertainment, pleas- 


ure. 


BUILDING SOUND HOMES rs 


Suddenly the prophet, fastening his eyes upon the king, 
pronounced upon him and his nation the most tragic doom 
—*All that you have, that your fathers have stored up, shall 
be taken to Babylon, and your sons mutilated and made 
domestic servants in the palace of the king of Babylon.” 
Any of you who read this story carefully will feel that doom 
was pronounced upon Hezekiah, not so much because of 
what those guests had seen, but because of what they had 
not seen. What they should have seen was the traditional 
Hebrew home —a godly family — disciplined children — 
genuine love—and unity. The unity of the king’s family 
might have inspired unity in the nation. Here is a lesson 
that writes itself in red letters across the sky, showing us 
the tragic influence of one leading family upon the life of a 
whole nation. If these guests had seen children living as 
God wanted them to live, if they had seen His laws written 
on their doorposts or as frontlets between their eyes and 
written in their hearts as well, if they had heard the glorious 
story of the God who had delivered His people out of Egypt 
and brought them out of the land of bondage, if they had 
seen a God-inspired home that revealed an invincible qual- 
ity that ran through the nation, how different might have 
been the story! 

Hezekiah was too busy being king to be a real father, 
too busy governing to be a friend to his boy. For it was his 
son, Manasseh, neglected, immature, and undisciplined, 


who led Israel into orgies of idolatry and immorality that 
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had never before been known in the history of the Jewish 
people! 

Hezekiah was like the banker who is more concerned 
with the deposits of his customers than with the spiritual 
deposits in the lives of his sons and daughters. He was like 
the doctor who seems to be able to cure the ills of all 
his patients, but never gets to the disease in the char- 
acters of his own children. He was like the lawyer who 
can plead the cause of any stranger, but who never pleads 
the cause of God before the bar of his own family. He was 
like the statesman, in the prohibition era, who was working 
for social reform in Congress while the daily newspapers of 
the country were carrying on the front page the story of his 
own son’s drunkenness. Conventionally religious parents are 
not enough. Fathers and mothers can be “fairly decent” 
Christians and yet let their homes go to pieces and their 
nation collapse. 

Conventional religion 1s never enough for anybody. Dur- 
ing the past year I was called to officiate at a funeral. In 
that home, in the hour of crisis, they all believed in immor- 
tality. The bereaved mother, the children, and the grand- 
children had some kind of faith in life after death. But they 
lacked a fighting faith for their own lives and for their na- 
tion now. -If all homes in America were like that home 
there would be little or no hope for the future. That kind 
of religion is better than none. But it is amazing and dis- 


tressing to see how little positive effect it has on the com- 


BUILDING SOUND HOMES | I7 


munity. Think of the fathers and mothers you know who 
have enough religion for themselves in an ernergency—or 
think they have—and yet who never make their home a 
force in the life of the nation. 

Some great impending tragedy usually wakes the family 
up. Maybe the trouble is the son. Maybe it’s the daughter. 
Maybe it’s the father and mother. Maybe the home is not 
altogether broken, but seriously bent. Some years ago, an 
elder talked to me about the need for a new relationship with 
his son. I faced him with the fact that his son was merely 
walking in his footsteps. He resolved to see him and be 
honest with him. They met in a hotel room not far from his 
son’s college. Returning from the trip, he told me how 
they had talked matters over quietly and frankly. The 
father confessed his own failure and knelt and prayed 
for forgiveness. When he finished, his son said: ‘Wait, Dad, 
I want to pray about myself.’ They had never felt so close 
together. ‘That is the way to start a new home. It is a glori- 
ous thing, but even that isn’t glorious enough. The new 
home must become a force. A reconstructed family—a few 
people lifted out of the mess they are in—is not enough. 
America has got to have fighting families—homes that pull 
the nation together. That kind of home was once the moral 
grandeur of America. 

It is time to break the conspiracy of silence. Things are 
not well with America. Divorce is rapidly becoming a part 


of the American way. One marriage in every 5.6 ends in 
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court. Experts have reported that there are 500,000 abor- 
tions annually in our country. Syphilis and gonorrhea have 
increased in some sections as much as 34 per cent. Juvenile 
delinquency has risen to alarming proportions. The age of 
disillusionment has dropped in multitudes of cases to thirteen 
or fourteen. Walk along our streets and see for yourselves. 
The war abroad is serious, but the war at home is more 
serious. Victories on the battlefront, bought at the cost of 
good American blood, cannot offset the moral loss in Amer- 
ica over one week end. 

It is time for everybody to change. It is time for every 
family to change—not merely to get out of some domestic 
mess, but to begin to fight for the life of our nation. Here is 
the place for pioneering in America. We can make our 
homes like outposts, like forts. We can recapture those sim- 
ple homespun virtues that will make us invincible within 
and unconquerable without. America has a destiny. She 
must give a lead in remaking the world under God’s direc- 
tion. That’s what our homes can fight for. 

Due to the exciting news of battles, very often the stories 
of true heroism at home are neglected. Up in Washington 
today is an industrial statesman. Five years ago as a technical 
expert he visited a small South Carolina town. He had been 
there often. But on this trip he saw something different. He 
felt a new spirit. In the old days the policy had been one of 
“crack down.” Now it was co-operation. It all began with 
the manager’s wife. She used to leave her home deserted, 


a 
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and had insisted on living in a fashionable city thirty miles 
away. There she and her children would have better advan- 
tages and more cultured associates, more pleasure and ex- 
citement. It was her husband’s business to run the factory. 


Then a new patriotism was born in her. She started to 
listen to God. Back she went to the mill town. The first 
thing she and her husband did was to take down the picket 
fence that kept her home aloof. She began to meet the wives 
of the workers and have them in her home. She saw an an- 
swer to the chief problems of the town—division, drunken- 
ness, absenteeism, and bad temper. Other families joined 
in the fight for a new spirit. 


Into this situation came the technical expert. He had al- 
ways believed that religious faith combined with technical 
knowledge would bring a new day in industry. Now he saw 


it in action. 


When he went back to his home in New England he 
started to put to work what he had seen. The teamwork he 
has built between labor and management has affected the 
lives of more than 80,000 workers, and he now occupies one 
of the most strategic positions in his industry in the country. 
Behind his new philosophy and his new spirit lies a sound 
home in a quiet Southern town. Is your home one of those 
production centers? ‘That wife is now far happier than 
when she spent her time at cocktail parties, smoking endless 
cigarettes and playing poker. From remade homes such as 


20 OUR FIGHTING FAITH 


hers will come the sons and daughters who will make the 
new world God wants for the next generation. 

Out in California is another pioneer home. When I knew 
this family the father had already been in the fighting area 
of China without seeing his wife and children for two years. 
The family was finding it hard making ends meet. So the 
nineteen-year-old son left college and went to work in a war 
plant, one of the largest airplane factories in the world. 
You would say that for that lonely mother to manage her 
home with three teen-age children and limited resources, 
would be enough. But one day her nineteen-year-old son 
came home and said he believed that if a new spirit could 
be born in the factory they could turn out twice as many 
planes! 

The family decided to act. First they all agreed to get up 
at six so they could help with breakfast and have time to 
meet unhurriedly together to listen to God, and make all 
their plans with the wisdom He would give. The son went 
to his job with that kind of unity and teamwork behind him. 
Then another worker at the factory caught the idea. Soon 
two homes began to plan together. 

This new spirit of Moral Re-Armament became active in 
the plant and in one way or another found its way to thou- 
sands of workers. ‘Two shop stewards describe the results: 
‘Tested over the last two years,” they said, “it (1) increases 
war production, (2) inspires teamwork, (3) creates enthu- 


siasm on the job, (4) cuts absenteeism, (5) saves war mate- 
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rials, (6) develops unselfish leadership, (7) insures right ap- 
proach to wage adjustment, (8) answers labor turnover 
problems.’’* 

The president of the union has stated: “There is no ques- 
tion whatever in my mind that there are planes on the fight- 
ing fronts today that would not be there but for the en- 
thusiasm and unselfish leadership these workers have brought 
into the ranks of labor.” 

When we see homes like these taking such responsibility 
and achieving such results, we can take hope. “What have 
they seen in thine house?” Like spring sending through 
the earth the throb of quickening life to be felt by every 
plant and shrub, so must we feel the quickening power of 
Jesus Christ. Has your home felt it and responded? Do 
your friends see there the things the nation must have or per- 
ish? ‘Tanks and infantry may form the front line in the bat- 
tle abroad. The family is the front line in the battle at home. 

I close with a poem from “Pull Together Canada,” the 
Victory Revue which is doing so much to bring home to our 
neighbors to the north what they are fighting for. In this 
Revue a young mother from London recites in the inimitable 
cockney dialect some great home truths which she had 


learned during the blitz. 


* American Aeronaut—December 18, 1942. 
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WE’RE ALL THE SAME UNDERNEATH 


We’re all the same underneath, ain't we? 
And we all like a nice cup o tea. 

And I'll bet if you stopped bein’ somebody else 
You'd find you was just like me. 


Now, ere, I’ve got somethin’ to tell you; 
It’s about all the things that I’ve dreamed, 

The things that I’ve ’oped for and wanted— 
Though they never was quite what they seemed. 


I wanted to marry aero, 
With a beautiful smile like this! 
Who said, “Coo, you’re'a gorgeous creature,” 


As I swooned away from sheer bliss. 


But then I met Mr. Wiggins, 
°E wasn’t quite what I meant! 
"Is type was not Gary Cooper, 
And ’is profile was just slightly bent. 


No, life ain’t all moonlight and roses, 
I thought, as I cleaned out the sink, 
And the kids’ muddy boots was all over the floor— 


No, marriage ain’t quite what you think. 


We're all the same underneath, aint we? 
And we all like a nice cup o° tea. 

And I'll bet if you stopped bein’ somebody else, 
You'd find you was just like me. 
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Now, that ain’t the end of my story, 
°Cause Ive found the real kind of bliss, 

Not the kind that you see in the movies— 
Spendin’ ’alf of your life in a kiss! 


°Cause I’ve found that I married a’ero, 
Who said, “Lil, I want you to be 

The kind of a woman who makes me 
The kind of aman I should be.” 


Do you think that’s a bit of a teaser? 
Well it was—just between you and me. 
But I knew in my ’eart’e’d said somethin’ 
I'd been longin’ to hear. Do you see? 


"E said if we both pulled together, 
In spite of my back and ’is corns— 
We'd build that new kind of country 


We talked of the night little Jimmy was born. 


We're all the same underneath, aint we? 
And we all like a nice cup o’ tea. 

And I'll bet if you all looked into your ’earts, 
Youd find you was just like me. 


I looked out of the window this mornin’, 
And the kids was pretendin’ to be 

Red Ridin’ ’Ood’s wolf and my mother 
Who was askin’ the king out to tea. 
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I thought, “My! Them poor little blighters! 
This time we'll not let them down. 
They shall’ave a new world to grow up in 


That can startin our ’ome and our town.” 


Now Mr. Wiggins works down at munitions, 
And I’m all day long at the sink, 
But the way’e goes off in the mornin’ 


Is really my job, don’t you think? 


Cause if at ome there’s no squabblin’ or naggin’ 
All *is ’eart’s in *1s work—you see that! 

Then the guns are turned out on the double 
And the boys at the front ain’t left flat. 


Cause we're allin this fight for freedom, 
It ain’t just the soldiers no more; 
Weve all got to live for each other, 


To live what theyre dyin’ for. 


My, them boys are dyin’ for freedom, 
And the ope of a new world to be. 
And I sez to myself—“Gorblimey! 
Why this ole bloomin thing starts with me!” 


And we’re all the same underneath, aint we? 
And we all like a nice cup o° tea. 

And I'll bet if you start bein’ different today, 
We'll ’ave the world as we want it to be. 


CHAPTER II 


The New Industrial Revolution 


Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy 
God, in not keeping his commandments, and his 
judgments, and his statutes, which I command 
thee this day: lest when thou hast eaten and art 
full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt 
therein; and when thy herds and thy flocks mul- 
tiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, 
and all that thou hast is multiplied; then thine 
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy 
God ...and thou say in thine heart, My 
power and the might of mine hand hath gotten 
me this wealth. 

But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: 
for it 1s he that giveth thee power to get wealth, 
that he may establish his covenant which he 
sware unto thy fathers, as it 1s this day. And it 
shall be, if thou do at all forget the Lord thy 
God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, 
and worship them, I testify against you this day 
that ye shall surely perish. As the nations which 
the Lord destroyeth before your face, so shall ye 
perish; because ye would not be obedient unto 
the voice of the Lord your God. 


—DEUTERONOMY 8: 11-20 


aie 
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“Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God.” 
—Deuteronomy 8:11. 


T 


N the last chapter we told two stories of homes that were 

fighting for a new spirit in industry. ‘They were humble, 
simple homes, like ours. There is a song, grown popular in 
England, entitled ‘““The Ordinary Man.” The chorus goes 
like this: 


“For the new world we’re wanting we'll certainly find 
In the heart of the ordinary man, 
When we leave all our greed and our grousing behind 
And listen to God for His plan.” 


The future depends upon ordinary people like us, and ordi- 
nary homes like ours. So let us take up where we left off— 
with the thought that homes that pull together can pull the 
- nation together. 

The major problem in many homes is division. Factions 
pull the home apart and weaken it. Conflict robs the family 
of efficiency. Lift this to the level of the nation, and we see 
the conflict complex that pulls management and labor apart. 
There is a deep-seated idea abroad that management and 
labor have got to fight out their differences to the finish. 
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Many people doubt that we can ever have unity. Some be- 
lieve that management will have to crush labor. Others be- 
lieve labor will have to destroy management and that they 
can never live together in peace. We have seen the answer 
to broken homes—families united, with a new purpose and 
with a new spirit. We must also find the answer to a broken 
nation. For America is like a broken home so long as man- 
agement and labor live in industrial conflict. 

The romance in two stories of the last chapter lay in the 
thrilling manner in which two ordinary homes affected a 
textile mill down in the deep South and one of the great air- 
plane factories in the West. ‘There isn’t a home represented 
here this morning that cannot play a part in uniting indus- 
try. Wherever you work, there is your opportunity. Every 
family has some connection with management or labor, or 
both. There is the chance for you to do something. Every 
secretary, every labor leader, every executive, is a key per- 
son. ‘The humblest or the highest, the richest or the poorest, 
can see two things, and act on them. One of them is the fact 
that human nature can be changed. The second is that God 
has a plan for industry. 

We have got to face the facts. The threatened strikes in 
industry illustrate how superficial is the unity forced upon 
labor and management by the war. The government may 
hold them together while the fighting is going on abroad. 
But when that is over, unless a new spirit of friendship and 


personal caring is born here at home, we are in for more 
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serious times. I grew indignant when I heard the statement 
of the head of an industrial plant. He ground his teeth in 
rage and said, ““When this war is over we'll put labor back 
in its place with a vengeance.” But that fiery remark was 
somewhat neutralized by another, and this time it was a 
leader of labor. “We have got to work with the bosses till 
we have won the war. But then—there’s only one way to 
deal with them—use lead on them like they did in some 
other countries.” 

Of course these are extreme statements. The managers of 
industry whom I know personally wouldn’t say a thing like 
that; nor would the labor leaders I know. But the feeling 
of conflict and struggle, in varying degrees, is certainly pres- 
ent in America. The war news must not occupy all our 
thoughts. This problem on the home front needs intelligent 
and immediate solution. 

Last summer in a great industrial city I was invited to a 
luncheon for business men. I sat across the table from a 
former mayor. His face was lined with the cares of many a 
political battle. During the meal I asked him what he 
thought of the war. I can never forget his sober reply. He 
expected internal trouble in Germany within two years. 
Hitler would be ousted. Within another year, he thought, 
the Axis might surrender and our boys start coming home. 
Then, he said, here in America we will have the greatest 
revolution of all. It would last ten years. He did not think 


it would be violent and bloody in every section, but he did 
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believe it would be decisive. His city was a hot spot of seeth- 
ing unrest. ‘Then he added, “I am sixty-two years old, and 
I never expect to see any more days of tranquility and 
peace.” 

I came back to Richmond deeply stirred. We imagine we 
live so far from that kind of thing here in some of our quiet 
communities. But the last nine months have led me to be- 
lieve that what that mayor said may actually happen. 

One characteristic of these last eventful years is that the 
unexpected thing did happen. Again and again we were 
taken unaware. Things we never dreamed could come to 
pass took place and we accepted them as though ours were 
simply an age of unpredictable happenings. Such blindness 
is a sign of moral decay. Someone has reminded us that 
when reason abdicates, events take charge. And events have 
gotten out of hand. The moral order of our age is collapsing, 
and anything can happen. Pearl Harbor was a symptom. 
Russia’s treaty with Germany; the fall of France; Germany’s 
attack on Russia; Bataan; Singapore—all of these with their ~ 
unsuspected suddenness are symptomatic of our times. We 
live on the very brink of the abyss. And nothing could bring 
this series of surprises to a climax more logically than for us 
to win the war abroad and then be astonished to have a 
revolution at home. 

Senator Byrd predicts a war debt of $300,000,000,- 
000.00! Not one of us can be blind to what that means. 
And to face that debt after the war with divided, warring 
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factions in industry is plain national suicide. Families in 
debt need teamwork—every person pulling together, work- 
ing, saving, economizing, loving each other and fighting for 
common victory! You know what happens to a family in 
debt, with no co-operation and teamwork! Well, it’s like 
that with a nation, only worse! 

Here in Virginia we have a chance to lead the nation. 
Feeling has not yet run so high here as elsewhere. Many 
leaders of industry in Virginia are sound, Christian men— 
and so are many leaders of labor. This week, two great labor 
conventions will be held in our State. Have they an an- 
swer to this major problem? They could find the simple 
philosophy that will give the answer. Are our business men 
ready with a solution? 

My conviction is that Christ has an answer. It is a simple 
answer. Of course there are many complex details that re- 
quire experts. But the simple principles that Christ offers 
will make the details easier. In fact, there is no other solu- 
tion. 

When Jesus first gave the answer it was a matter of life 
or death. The destiny of the nation depended on its response. 
He put it up to them. He did not shout his demands. He 
crashed no gates. But he made the issues plain. It meant 
dealing with greed. It meant getting together with your 
adversary. It meant acknowledging your own wrongs when 
you saw them. It meant that men could become brothers, 
and God could be their Father. Then, there would be plenty 
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for everybody’s need—though not enough for anybody’s 
greed. God would be in control of everything. It would 
mean a new world. They refused to change and within 
forty years the fatal hour arrived. Jerusalem fell. 

Today it is the same. We are not left quietly to choose, 
and make up our minds, as though it merely involved us 
individually. We are like people drifting toward the fatal 
falls on the Niagara River. We are like people standing 
on the railroad track while a Silver Meteor is speeding down 
upon us. We have got to act quickly. The choice is between 
God-control and materialism, between Christ and chaos. 
We have got to change now or perish! 

Out in California the other day an address was delivered 
in the Commonwealth Club of San Francisco. This sentence 
was widely published: ‘Now is the time for America to 
produce within her borders the pattern of the new world 
order which every nation wants.” 

Last month I was in Logan, West Virginia, the very heart 
of the coal fields. Opposite my hotel window across the river 
lies one of the largest power plants in the world. It con- 
sumes a solid car of coal every hour in the day and night. 
Its electric current goes out all over the Southern States, as 
far south as Florida. All the week I was there, I kept won- 
dering if some community could unite its factions, create a 
new spirit, resolve its differences, and thus become a spiritual 
power plant to light the nation. 

It’s so easy to hope some other community will do it. Why 
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should this kind of teamwork and unity not be achieved in 
Virginia? America got its start in Virginia. We can lead 
again if here at home labor and management get together 
on a new level of co-operation and friendship. 

Materialism divides; God’s plan for industry unites. 
Christianity declares that industry was made for man and 
not man for industry. In the days of the old family business 
at its best, there was a warm personal relationship between 
employer and employee. There was a family feeling and real 
intimacy. Industrial developments of recent decades have 
changed this into a largely impersonal relationship. The two 
groups, management and labor, often negotiate at a dis- 
tance. ‘The machine age tends more and more to crowd out 
the human values. These must be restored. The machine 
age will destroy us unless we have friendship, understand- 
ing, caring, and a united purpose. We must maintain co- 
operation, of course, but it must be much more than that. 
Why not real friendship between leaders of labor and man- 
_ agement? That’s where the wives have a part to play. Their 
families too. Their homes can become the planning cen- 
ters for a new spirit in industry. 

The old evangelism tended often to produce good men, 
Christian men, in both groups. It made them fair in their 
business dealings. It made managers decent to their em- 
ployees. It made workers honest and efficient. But it did 
not carry the guidance of God into every detail of their busi- 
ness or their job. We need much more than that today. 
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We need a Christian revolution that will entirely transform 
industry; that will create lasting teamwork between labor 
and management; that will make the will of God the decid- 
‘ing factor in every issue. 

The theory of class war is the next “ism” that threatens 
to engulf the world after the present war is over. The only 
answer is a demonstration of God’s government in indus- 
try—industrialists and union leaders who seek to carry out 
God’s will in their work. Men who take the philosophy of 
God-directed teamwork throughout industry have the an- 
swer to the philosophy of class war. You cannot win a vic- 
tory over a bad idea with bullets and bombs. An idea can 
be defeated only by a better idea. When Christianity is really 
practiced the world will see the best idea. Unless enough 
leaders both in management and labor are willing to prac- 
tice it as Jesus Christ intended us to practice it, the idea of 
Karl Marx will rise above the fire and smoke of a war- 
ruined world and claim the future. 

We should see how fertile war makes the human soil for 
subversive ideas. Subversive ideas ride in on waves of secular 
thinking and immoral living. They are secretly at work un- 
dermining confidence and faith. They attack wherever 
there is a soft spot or an unguarded life. They are insidious 
and persistent. In a very real sense the war has given such 
forces the best opportunity they have had in twenty-five 
years. The seeds of class hatred and revolution take root 


most quickly in decaying moral character. Bitterness, resent- 
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ment, misunderstanding, are like broken walls in a fort. 
They make holes through which the enemy comes pouring 
in. Snobbishness and pride engender jealousy and hate, and 
all the devils laugh with glee. We are fools. We are like 
blind guides leading the blind. Once Jesus said that some 
men were intelligent enough to discern the signs of. the 
weather, but they would misinterpret the signs of the times. 
We are doing that in broad areas of American life today. 

We may still have time to carry out God’s will, and press 
the philosophy of God-controlled industry throughout the 
nation. But the time is short. Some powerful changes will 
have to take place quickly. We must see a few of the simple 
fundamentals at once. 

First, we must see that industry exists in order to supply 
the material needs of the nation. It was never designed to 
let men “feather their nests.” It is a divine plan for using 
God-given resources and dedicated brains to see that all the 
children of God have what they need for full, free, happy 
life. This plan of God is the forgotten factor in our modern 
industrial world. This is the great idea that can get us all 
together. One for all and all for one. There is enough for 
everybody’s need. But we have made it a grab bag, on the 
principle of every man for himself. 

Then, we must see that management and labor are not 
opponents.in a struggle for power, but, under God, are part- 
ners in the battle for production. God never intended that 
they. should struggle against each other for power and 


36 OUR FIGHTING FAITH 


prestige. United they can pull the nation together and show 
the world how democracy can work. Personal relationships, 
woven with trust and friendship, can give an answer to every 
“ism.” . 

And here, too, is an answer to our other ills. Union 
leaders and employers who are guided by God will have the 
secret weapon that can conquer absenteeism, slowdowns, 
and wage disputes. For the true battle line is not between 
management and labor, but between the selfish materialism 
in management and labor on the one hand and Christian 
patriotism in management and labor on the other hand. The 
fight today is between selfishness and patriotism, between 
greed and God. The battle line runs through the whole in- 
dustrial world, 3 

One of the vicious weapons of the enemy is confusion. He 
distorts the issue. He tries to make people class conscious. 
He wants to separate men of good will by drawing a line be- 
tween the boss and the worker. He has had some success, 
too. He keeps men apart by saying, “He is a manager, you 
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are a worker.” He divides men who otherwise would have 
everything in common and who would really love each 
other. 

This is one place where our families have a part to play. 
The wives of business men, industrialists, and labor leaders 
can inspire their husbands. They can understand the job 
these men have to do. They can send them into the busy, 


noisy world on top spiritually, mentally, and physically. And 
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husbands can give the same careful thought to their homes 
that they give to their business. Homes can become the 
production centers for teamwork in industry. 

The secret is very simple. Human nature can be changed 
and God will give us a plan if we are humble enough to 
listen. 

One person changed can bring a new spirit to a home. 
Families changed can affect industry. We can begin today. 

Cyrus McCormick got an idea and worked it out, and 
revolutionized agriculture. Patrick Henry got an idea and 
worked it out, and started the American Revolution. 
Thomas Jefferson got an idea and worked it out, and 
revolutionized government. God has the greatest idea—for 
industry, for government, for society, for a new world. Make 
this our idea and we shall usher in the greatest revolution of 
all time, whereby the Cross of Christ will transform the 


world. . 
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CHAPTER III 


The Art of Listening 


Now it came to pass, as they went, that he 
entered into a certain village: and a certain 
woman named Martha received him into her 
house. And she had a sister called Mary, which 
also sat at fesus’ feet, and heard his word. But 
Martha was cumbered about much serving, and 
came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not 
care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? 
bid her therefore that she help me. And Fesus 
answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, 
thou art careful and troubled about many 
things: but one thing is needful: and Mary hath 
chosen that good part, which shall not be taken 


away from her. 
—LUKE 10:38-42 


ITI 


THE ART OF LISTENING 


“One thing 1s needful.”—Luke 10:42. 


T 


ECAUSE this story of Mary and Martha is about two 
women, it would be easy for many of us men to miss the 
point. It deals with a major problem in all our lives. Let no 
man sit back and feel that it is for women only. Then, 
somebody will be tempted to raise the age-old ques- 
tion as to whether Martha was better than Mary, or Mary 
better than Martha. And we would miss the point alto- 
gether. For Jesus cared for both these women. He loved to 
visit in their home. It took them both, with their brother 
Lazarus, to make up this family. And as Edgar Guest sug- 
gests, “It takes a heap o’ livin’ in a house t’ make it home.” 
There must have been a good deal of the right kind of liv- 
ing there to make it the kind of place to which Jesus would 
love to go. He came one day when Lazarus was absent, and 
Mary and Martha received Him. | 
The story of this visit, and what happened in this home, 
will remind us that every time Jesus comes near anybody 
something happens. For one thing He brings out the good 
and the bad in sharp focus. Sometimes an emergency does 
that. Sudden success or sudden tragedy may strip away 
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the pretense that so often camouflages our real selves. 
But nothing throws such light upon us as nearness to Jesus. 
No one can come close to Him without revealing himself, 
his characteristics, his flaws, his virtues. It is in His pres- 
ence that we most clearly see ourselves as we are. 

There are times when we don’t like for Him to come too 
close to us. There may be other people who are much more 
keenly aware of what needs to happen to them than some. 
of you who need to change much more. You know how to 
keep Jesus conveniently at a distance; how to keep Him 
just far enough away so as not to be seriously disturbed; 
how to hold Him off at the point of indulgence and com- 
promise. Many people vaguely, if not precisely, know where 
Jesus would disturb them most, if He came close enough 
and they sat quietly and listened. Let us be honest about 
that. 

This visit to the home in Bethany sets Martha and Mary 
in bold relief. They represent two distinct types. Martha 
is the “practical” type. She is capable, efficient, energetic. 
She loves to work. She would head the Red Cross today, 
or the Woman’s Club. She could not only manage a home, 
but she could manage any community enterprise. She is the 
modern secretary, schoolteacher, housewife, club president, 
business woman. Our world is coming more and more to 
depend upon such people. We are training them to be weld- 
ers, chauffeurs, Waves, Wacs, and executives. Most labor 


leaders, most business executives, most professional men, 


THE ART OF LISTENING 43 


are of this type. That’s why this study of Martha is so 
absolutely pertinent. Most people need this lesson more 
than any other. We must discover what it was in Martha 
that Jesus rebuked so severely. 

Mary is the “thoughtful” type. She loves quiet. She 
thinks deeply. Nothing pleases her more than a good stim- 
ulating book. She loves conversation that has point and 
pith. Yet solitude is never irksome. She knows the value of 
being still, and alone. In the church Martha expresses her 
loyalty mostly in work, while Mary expresses hers mostly 
in worship. It is natural for Mary to listen. The fact that 
when one listens God speaks is to her the most important of 
all facts. Mary put listening to Jesus first. Martha put 
cooking first. 

That day when Jesus came, Mary went to the parlor and 
Martha to the kitchen. The contrast is vivid. In the quiet 
room Mary sat listening to every word Jesus said. In the 
hot kitchen Martha busied herself with the dinner. One can 
well imagine the enthusiasm with which she began her work. 
Like many a housewife who loves her home she started 
working with a song in her heart and perhaps on her lips. 
Business women start out in the morning with eagerness. 
In this modern madhouse of our business world dispositions 
change between nine in the morning and noon. The exact- 
ing duties and irritating interruptions tax the strongest per- 
sonalities. And “explosions” occur even when people love 
the thing they’re doing. Certainly Martha loved doing things 
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for Jesus. Fixing a meal with Him in the home was a pleas- 
ure. She began joyfully. 

It is not easy for us moderns to discover what it was that 
Jesus so sternly corrected in Martha. It is not easy to see 
it in ourselves. What sort of wrong thing did Jesus find in a 
woman who was working hard, trying her best to please 
Him, and doing it because she loved Him? 

Something went wrong. We are not told exactly what it 
was, but many of us do know how easy it is for things to 
go wrong in the kitchen. Perhaps she burned the soup! We 
all know how easy it is for things to go wrong in the store, 
in the factory, in the office, as well as in the home. There 
may be several reasons. But in this case Jesus Himself throws 
light on the main reason. When busy men and women lose 
their temper, their self-control, their poise and dignity, and 
often their friends or their jobs in the bargain, the main 
reason is the one Jesus points out in this story. 

You can see Martha standing in the parlor door, exas- 
perated. The perspiration is running down her face. She is 
wiping her hands with her apron. Seeing her younger sister 
sitting quietly, calm and collected, was more than she could 
absorb. She burst out: “Lord, dost thou not care that my 
sister hath left me to serve alone? Bid her therefore that 
she help me!” Think of the last time you lost your temper. 
Remember the last time you spoke hot words to your family 
when there were guests present. Recall the last wave of re- 
sentment that engulfed you. See yourself as you look at Mar- 
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tha. You are often like that. Other members of the family 
or other workers in the office know the usual symptoms 
when you are about to “explode.” Perhaps you just sulk 
when you are exasperated, or feel self-pity and suffer from 
hurt pride. Think of the terrible burden of this sort of thing 
that rests upon the life of our nation, our churches, and our 
homes. Ordinarily it is good people, hard-working people, 
who at one time or another get into this fit of temper. 

Jesus clarified the situation: ‘Martha, Martha, thou art 
anxious and troubled about many things; but one thing is 
needful: for Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall 
not be taken away from her.” The simple truth is that Mar- 
tha had failed to listen. At times Mary might have failed 
to work. People usually think that of her. Whether that be 
true or not, what Mary was doing then was the most im- 
portant thing anybody can ever do. No amount of busy 
activity can supply it. 

Bad temper, resentment, and criticism almost always 
come from a bad balance in people’s lives. Too much ac- 
tivity on one side with too little clear thinking on the other. 
Too much work with too little worship. Granted that the op- 
posite might also be true, still it would not be the problem 
of many Americans! The constant emphasis of this age is 
upon action. The times drive us. We speak of “rush hours.” 
But all the tendency of our time is “rush.” Work is rushed. 
Pleasure is rushed. Eating is rushed. Even going to church 
is rushed. No wonder the world is full of nervous wrecks. 
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It would have been a different story if Martha had spent 
half an hour in the parlor before she went to the kitchen. 
She might have gotten a whole new plan for dinner. She 
and Mary might have found a basis for family teamwork. 
Many things could have happened differently if Martha 
had listened before she began to work. Most of Jesus’ meals 
as they are recorded in the New Testament were simple 
meals. Heady Martha, self-willed, proud, ambitious to 
please, thought she knew best. 

There are times when we should sit relaxed and at ease, 
with heart and mind attentive, with ears open and our wills 
responsive. God can speak to us at any time. But we need 
the discipline of regular and unhurried times of quiet. The 
most needed thing in millions of anxious, over-burdened, 
and frustrated lives is this Voice. It is usually a “still small 
voice,’ and the noise and rush of our modern world can 
drown it out. This failure in Martha led her to three of the 
greatest of all sins. 

First of all, she doubted Jesus’ care. Aside from the pain 
this must have caused Him, think of the unhappiness that 
must have surged through Martha. Was not the divine car- 
ing the very gist of His teaching? Not even sparrows fall 
without God’s concern. The very hairs of Martha’s head 
were numbered. Do you ever go to your office with a de- 
serted feeling? Do you lack that sense of security that comes 
from knowing that God cares for you? 


66 


Then, secondly, Martha criticized her sister. . my 
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sister hath left me to serve alone!” Criticism is a symp- 
tom. It reveals the state of your own inner life. When 
you criticize, your discerning friends all see through you. 
That is why they are often silent and embarrassed when you 
say things about other people. This can happen between 
sisters. It often happens in the church or in the office just 
as it does in the home. It is so easy to think that our un- 
happiness or anxiety is caused by someone else. It is so easy 
to settle the problem superficially by wishing “Mary” might 
be different. We want a new spirit in the home. We say: 
“Tf only so-and-so were changed.” But in every unhappy 
situation, the person to begin with is yourself. 

The third and perhaps the worst symptom of all was that 
Martha grew dictatorial. She even told Jesus what she 
thought He ought to do. “Bid her therefore that she help 
me!” It is hard to believe that Martha so far forgot herself. 
But when one doubts God’s care and condemns other peo- 
ple then anything can happen. Such people would like to 
tell God how to run the world. All the dictators are not in 
Europe or in responsible positions at home. Think of the 
henpecked husbands and abused wives. Think of the chil- 
dren frightened at their bossy parents. Think of servants 
whose initiative has been destroyed. ‘Think of bosses who 
stifle all creative spirit in their shop. Think of labor leaders 
who try to tell management how to run the plant—and 
managers who try to tell the labor leaders how to run their 


unions. Instead of dictating to each other, management and 
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labor could listen to God together. The dictatorship of the 
Holy Spirit is the answer to all other forms of dictatorship. 

Martha’s trouble is the trouble with the world. Why will 
people not listen to God? Is there anything more logical, 
once you accept the fact of God, than that He can speak? 
Think of the changes that will go on in your life, your home, 
your business, and your nation if you listen to His Voice. 
The fact is, people don’t want to change. It is so comfortable 
for people who are physically comfortable to just stay as 
they are. It is the uncomfortable who revolt. A revolt is 
brewing now. The choice may be between listening to the 
Voice of Jesus or the sound of machine guns in our streets. 

However, it is certainly to Martha’s credit that she came 
to Jesus with her troubles. What He said surprised her 
greatly and we can certainly see what might have hap- 
pened. She might have retired with wounded pride, hurt 
feelings. She could have gone away irritable and resentful. 
I am sure she did not do that. 

Perhaps her sense of humor saved her. She saw herself 
objectively—hot and bothered, all nervous and excited, 
wringing her hands in her apron. Why can’t we always see 
ourselves? Executives seeing themselves in some irritable 
mood would split their sides laughing at themselves. They 
ought to see what some quiet clerk sees. ‘Thank God for eyes 
that, trying to look sober, reveal a merry twinkle when we 
run amuck. It doesn’t seem funny until we get the ob- 
jective view. I think Martha did. “Mary was right,” 
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she would exclaim. “One simple dish would have been 
enough. ‘Then we could have listened together.” She 
burst out laughing at herself with maybe a few tears, and 
exclaimed, “How stupid of me. What a failure I have made 
of it! I am so sorry.” And running to Mary she would kiss 
her and say: “I was dead wrong, sister. You were right. 
Forgive me.” ‘Then the wonderful transformation took 
place. And perhaps, after all, it might have done as much 
for Mary as for herself. 

The next day perhaps Lazarus came home, and Martha 
would see the point more clearly. She would meet him with, 
“Guess who was here yesterday!’ And he guessed by the 
light in her eyes. “What did He say, Martha? How is the 
work progressing? What are the next steps for us? What 
is in His mind?” And Martha would have to say: “I’m 
sorry, brother, I was too busy. You will have to ask Mary.” 

Do you think this is overdrawn? Does Jesus not come to 
your home? Tell us then what He has been saying to you 
lately. What is His plan for you and your home, for your 
school, your office, your union? Surely you get the mind of 
Jesus on these points. ‘Then can you tell us what He said to 
you yesterday? 

Martha learned her lesson well. In the next two scenes 
we can see how great was the change in her. First, when 
Lazarus her brother died. They are in the midst of a crisis. 
This time Martha is taking charge of the funeral arrange- 
ments. She is placing the guests and managing everything. 
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And Mary is alone in her own room. But Martha is no 
longer “anxious and troubled.” She is the picture of pa- 
tience, calmness, grace, and tenderness. Slipping quietly to 
Mary’s room, we hear her knock gently and whisper: “The 
Master is come, and calleth for thee.” This is a busier and 
much more exacting occasion than when a Friend dropped 
in for dinner unexpectedly. But now there was a new spirit 
in her heart. 

The second scene is at the banquet which Simon, a citi- 
zen of Bethany, is giving Jesus. This time the meal is not 
for three people, but for thirty at least. All the disciples are 
there, and the leading men of the community. And Martha 
is serving the dinner. She is hostess for Simon, her neighbor. 
But she is not now anxious or troubled. She is not now 
critical and irritated. She is not now dictatorial. She moves 
about the room with quiet dignity, unruffled, undisturbed, 
and at peace. ‘The change is almost unbelievable. She shows 
what Jesus can do for anyone who will listen and obey! 

This same change can come to any family today. The idea 
is very simple. The ten-year-old son of a labor leader put it 
in a nutshell when someone asked him, “Who’s boss in your 
home, your dad or your mother?” He replied, ““God’s Boss 
in our home!” I know that family and I know their simple 
program works. In fact, we adopted it in our own home a 
few years ago. 

Imagine the picture. A father, headstrong, willful, and 


impulsive, who was unwilling to take the family wholly 


THE ART OF LISTENING 51 


into his confidence; a mother, cautious, often fearful, and 
thinking primarily about her daughters’ prospects. An eldest 
daughter, “just like her dad,” which led to many a tussle 
_ between them. Two younger sisters, as different as can be, 
who found it hard to pull together, and did not often try. 
A son who liked to go off camping with his dad just to “get 
away from all these women!” An aunt who had been in 
the home since the first child was a baby, and had to be 
handled with kid gloves. She often felt “left out” of things 
to which only father and mother had been invited. It wasn’t 
altogether an ideal home! 

“Just like my family!” I hear some of you whisper. Well, 
maybe we are a typical American family. Sometimes dad’s 
outspoken will prevailed. Sometimes mother got her own 
quiet way. Often the children did what they pleased. What 
we lacked was a co-ordinating authority that all would 
gladly accept together. 

Then father got the idea of making God the Boss in his 
own heart and in his own home as well. He started to listen to 
God the first thing in the morning. It was very different 
from merely reading the Bible and saying a prayer. Waiting 
quietly for thoughts from God was a revolutionary experi- 
ence. Soon other members of the family began to do the 
same. It meant many changes all around. In that early 
morning hour thoughts would come to different ones as to 
where they themselves needed to change. The shopworn 
idea of always expecting the other fellow to change first 


52 OUR FIGHTING FAITH 


was debunked. We ‘all decided to start with ourselves, and 

then to welcome suggestions from other members of the 
family instead of resenting them. We found the healing 
power of honest apology. Obvious and hidden divisions in 
the family began to disappear one by one. We found what 
an exhilarating experience it is to care for others and to live 
to make them great. A new feeling of personal responsibility 
came to each one, and whether it was dad’s work, mother’s 
housekeeping, or the children’s homework, it was one for all 
and all for one. We found that God can gloriously give a 
common mind alike on major issues and minor points, and 
we had found a common objective. It was to remake the 
world, starting with ourselves. 

Our home became a weapon in the battle for a new 
America. Families were invited in. Serving meals to twice the 
ordinary number became real fun and helped to develop 
the family teamwork. Once we thought we needed a larger 
house. We discovered we needed larger hearts. We are 
fighting for constant change in each other and we are 
trying to enlist every other family in the battle. We see 
what it would mean to the nation if a million homes gave 


their first and best hour each day to listening to God for 
His plan. If ten million homes—twenty million! 


It is a sufficiently venturesome program to catch the chil- 
dren’s imagination. We all get up much earlier than we 


used to. Incidentally we find that the secret of getting up 
on time in the morning is to get to bed on time the night 
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before! We battle to have this time of listening at all costs 
every day. For as one member of the family remarked, “If 
you’re too busy to listen to God, you are far more busy than 
God ever meant you to be.” We write down the thoughts 
that come as we listen so that we can remember them and 
be sure to carry them out. You know the old Chinese pro- 
verb, “The strongest memory is weaker than the palest ink.” 
Sometimes a thought comes and we wonder, “Is it guidance, 
or just a whim of my own?” There are two useful tests. One 
is the moral test. Does it square with the standards of Jesus 
—absolute honesty, purity, unselfishness, and love? The 
other is to talk it over with those whose one concern is to 
find and to do God’s will, and listen together. 

It is intriguing to imagine what that new spirit could 
mean to industry. For millions there would come strength 
to do more than they ever did before, and to do it with 
greater ease. Strain and weariness would vanish overnight. 
First Martha does not listen. And as a result she loses her 
temper preparing a meal for three. Or Martha does listen 
and prepares a banquet for thirty and does it with ease and ~ 
grace. We talk of increased production. Here is the answer. 
God knows more about running an industry or a labor 
union than the best-trained executive or labor leader on 
earth. And the guidance of God is available to anyone who 
is humble enough to listen. 

Think what schools would be like with such a spirit. 
Teachers would look upon their work as a part of God’s 
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plan—training a generation with which He could build a 
new and better world. Would truancy stop? Would juvenile 
delinquency decline? Would pupils learn more in class 
and do their homework in shorter time? Think of a class in 
high school listening to God, with every boy and girl 
changing for the better daily and fighting for the best in 
each other. Then education would achieve its great aim. 
‘And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great 
shall be the peace of thy children.” Just think what making 
God real to a whole school would mean. 

Few people are more harassed today than government 
officials. In spite of all their efforts they are assailed by 
criticism and opposition. One of the symptoms of the 
times is animosity. People are generally unhappy and their 
normal life is frustrated. Government leaders have to bear 
the brunt of this. Duties are multiplied. Demands grow 
more insistent. Many say: “What’s the use?’ An hour of 
quiet listening every morning, with mind and heart recep- 
tive to the Holy Spirit, would make such a difference. No 
one can doubt the thread of divine guidance that runs 
through the history of this nation. Washington listened at 
Valley Forge and gave our nation freedom. Lincoln lis- 
tened in a great crisis and preserved our Union. Benjamin 
Franklin said: “I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the 
longer I live the more convincing proof I see of this truth: 
God governs in the affairs of men.’ Why don’t we all listen 
to God? 
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The future may well depend on what happens in Ameri- 
ca. Will management and labor meet on the basis of listen- 
ing to God? Will education seek a higher Wisdom? Does 
what we have on our pennies mean anything—“In God 
We Trust”? Can bent and broken homes be made sound? 

It may seem to some a far cry from that family scene in 
Bethany to this industrial age. But the principles of world 
change are there. Will we listen to God and let Him make 
us different? That is the question. The answer will deter- 
mine the future of our world. 


CHAPTER IV 


Change or Decay 


At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the 
fame of Fesus, and said unto his servants, This 
is Ffohn the Baptist; he is risen from the dead; 
and therefore mighty works do shew forth them- 
selves in him. For Herod had laid hold on fohn, 
and bound him, and put him in prison for 
Herodias’ sake, his brother Philip’s wife. For 
john said unto him, It ts not lawful for thee to 
have her. And when he would have put him to 
death, he feared the multitude, because they 
counted him as a prophet. But when Herod’s 
birthday was kept, the daughter of Herodias 
danced before them, and pleased Herod. Where- 
upon he promised with an oath to give her 
whatsoever she would ask. And she, being be- 
fore instructed of her mother, said, Give me 
here fohn Baptist’s head in a charger. And the 
king was sorry: nevertheless for the oath’s sake, 
and them which sat with him at meat, he com- 
manded it to be given her. And he sent, and be- 
headed Fohn in the prison. And his head was 
brought in a charger, and given to the damsel: 
and she brought it to her mother. And his dis- 
ciples came, and took up the body, and buried 


it, and went and told Fesus. 


—MATTHEW 14.1-12 


IV 


CHANGE OR DECAY 


“It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother’s wife.” 
—Mark 6:18. 


T 


EROD’S father, old Herod the Great, was probably 

the bloodiest monarch that ever lived. He murdered 
his own mother. He had his wife executed. He murdered so 
many of his children that Caesar Augustus in far-off Rome 
made the quip that he’d rather be Herod’s sow than his son. 
Young Herod was a chip off the old block. In his early youth 
he was educated in Rome, and in all the vices of such a 
capital. We have not learned any new ways of sinning since 
the days of Rome. Fresh from his schooling in the capital of 
the Empire, he set the moral tone for the youth of Palestine. 
He was attractive, fascinating, debonair, and courteous. He 
dashed up and down the provinces fanning the wild flame 
of youth. He went over into Arabia and fell in love with 
King Aretas’ daughter, and after a swift romance, married 
her. On their honeymoon they visited Herod’s brother Philip 
in Idumea. During their prolonged visit, Herod fell in love 
with Philip’s wife, Herodias. Herodias, taking her little 
daughter Salome with her, fled with Herod to his palace. 
The bride of only a few months was sent back to her father’s 
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home and Herod and his mistress shut themselves up within 
the palace and defied both Philip and Aretas. Old King 
Aretas, to avenge his daughter’s dishonor, led an army 
against Herod, but met a crushing military defeat. Herod, 
meanwhile, with Herodias and young Salome, ruled the 
country in which Jesus grew to manhood. 

About that time John the Baptist began to preach by the 
River Jordan. Great crowds came to hear this prophet, at- 
tracted by his fiery eloquence. He lived on simple fare and 
was clothed with the majesty of long silent months of prayer 
and meditation. One day Herod and his courtiers must have 
come down to hear John preach. Perhaps someone warned 
him of Herod’s presence. ‘Timid friends might well have 
said what people say today: “Be careful what you publish, 
the advertisers might not like it.” “Be careful how you talk, 
your biggest stockholder is listening.” “Be careful how you 
preach, your largest contributor is in the front pew.” “Be 
careful what you say, you’ll lose a lot of votes.” 

But John rose to speak in bold and fearless grandeur. He 
turned to Herod and said, “It is not lawful for you to have 
your brother Philip’s wife; put away thy brother’s wife. 
Bring forth fruits meet for repentance.” And to the astonish- 
ment of everybody, Herod heard him gladly. They thought 
he would instantly put John to death. He was arrested, but 
he was put in Herod’s private prison in the palace. During 
the days that followed, Herod often visited John, and lis- 
tened to him with deep interest. He began to tidy up his 
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life. He was moved by the influence of such a man. John 
was the only man who had ever told him the truth. 

Then Herodias began to see the danger of this new 
menace. Such a woman never feels secure—with only 
her bodily form and her painted features and her clever 
subtlety to depend on. She felt, what many a woman feels 
today, the peril of her false position. Often a man slips down 
into hell clutching at the skirts of a pure, true woman; but 
many a woman, slipping down into hell herself, has sought 
desperately to drag her man along with her. Herodias must 
protect herself! Herod must not be permitted to change! 

She planned his downfall well. She waited for his birth- 
day. ‘The wine sparkled and every effort of persuasion led 
the king to drink and drink. Watching for those familiar 
signs in his face, Herodias gave the signal. Salome, her own 
daughter, would be her bait. Gracefully she danced before 
his inflamed eyes. His nostrils dilated, his neck grew thick, 
his sensual mouth opened. How Salome had grown! How 
young, how desirable she seemed! The inner restraint 
snapped. He burst out, “How much do you charge? Name 
your price, even to half my kingdom,” he shouted with an 
oath. The trap was sprung. Salome closed the bargain and 
announced the price: “The head of John the Baptist.” 

We see Herod trying to collect his wits. He couldn’t do 
that—not to the best man he ever knew! There must be 
some way out—but, his oath! He had sworn. The eyes of 
all the crowd were fixed upon him. He couldn’t think 


62 OUR FIGHTING FAITH 


straight. Why had he drunk that last glass? No one was 
speaking. Everyone was looking. He had sworn. It was_ 
too late. “Go ahead!” he cried hoarsely. 

And John, the only man who had ever had the courage 
to tell Herod the truth, was beheaded. Salome and Herodias 
got his head in a dish. John’s followers tenderly took up his 
body and carried it away for burial, and then went hurriedly 
and told Jesus. 

In the palace the lights shine all night now. Everything 
seems natural again. Herod is his old self and everyone 
seems happy. There is eating and drinking and merry- 
making. Herodias feels relieved. She has had a narrow 
escape. Herod might have become a different man if she had 
not got rid of John. It was a close call—she had saved her- 
self. And so the months pass. | 

Then, rumors began to filter into the palace of Herod. 
Another prophet is on the road! Crowds throng the streets 
of Capernaum, and gather on the hillsides, and now and 
then Herod’s soldiers had reported masses of interested lis- 
teners. And the words were just the same: ‘““Repent—for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 

Finally the story got to Herod, and he turned pale. “Re- 
pent! Repent!” It sounded like John. “Now!” exclaimed 
Herod, “it is John, whom I slew—come back to life again!” 
How like the tolling of a bell come those challenging words, 
“Put away thy brother Philip’s wife.” Repentance could 
mean nothing else to Herod. Whatever the sin, whether it 
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be adultery or dishonesty, or whatever it be, repentance 
means one thing, always one thing. It means being sorry 
enough to quit. No amount of tidying up the superficial 
wrongs and habits of life will greatly matter unless we go 
deep to the heart of the sin we love and cling to, and by 
the help of the divine Spirit, tear it from our life. 

A year passes—two years—and Herod makes his annual 
trip to Jerusalem. So many Jews of Galilee go up to feast 
days in that old capital that Herod’s presence is needed to 
keep the peace. And so it happens that one morning, on 
the eve of the Passover feast, a message comes to Herod 
from Pilate, that a Galilean is being sent to him, because all 
Galileans came under Herod’s jurisdiction. ‘The name of the 
prisoner is Jesus and He comes from Nazareth. 

The New Testament gives this scene with some details. 
Herod is glad to have a chance to see the prophet he once 
thought might be John come back to life. But the deep con- 
cern for his own soul has gone. What prompts him now 
is curiosity. Once he could have responded to Jesus as he 
had to John, but sin’s deadening, blinding power has done 
its work. In Herod’s judgment hall Jesus is absolutely silent. 
Not one word escapes His lips. Herod talks and babbles and 
demands a miracle. Finally, he puts on Jesus a robe of mock- 
ery and sends Him back to Pilate to be condemned. 

Herod lost his chance. He knew in person the two 
greatest characters of his age. He had held John as a guest 
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in his personal prison and had stood face to face with Jesus 
the Son of God. 

Soon after the death of Jesus, Herod lost his throne. In 
bad favor at Rome, he was banished into Gaul, where tradi- 
tion has it that he soon died a horrible death—decayed with 
one of those dreaded social diseases, choking to death at last 
on his own blood. 

With this story as a background, let us think of the need 
_ for moral character and the tragedy of not having it. Herod 
could represent an individual or he could represent a nation. 
In fact, politically, Herod was the nation. His word was | 
law. He had the power to do as he pleased. In a democracy 
Herod could represent all of us. We are the rulers of Amer- 
ica. We do as we please. We have the power to run things 
the way we want them. The only laws we cannot tamper 
with are the laws of God. 

Consider Herod as an individual. Desire controlled him. 
What he wanted he took. When he tired of the princess of 
Arabia, and wanted to flee with Herodias, he argued that a 
marriage vow shouldn’t make three people unhappy. Neigh- 
bors might have opinions about whether it was right or 
wrong. But he could get by with it, and so he did. Until 
he met John. 

John represents God. That is the function of a prophet. 
Man to man John had the courage to tell Herod that he 
was breaking God’s law. The words were backed up with 
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the kind of character and divine authority that got under 
Herod’s skin. 

Nansen had an instrument in the Arctic seas so delicate 
that it registered far underneath the frozen waters the pres- 
ence of the Gulf Stream. Deep within the human life of 
the most depraved, there is a heart that now and then re- 
sponds to genuine character. Herod was not all bad. There 
was still some righteous instinct that God could touch. Hon- 
esty, purity, unselfishness, still struck chords of response. 
There is that much good in everybody. One can imagine 
Herod’s sudden moderation. He drank less; he thought more 
deeply. He was more approachable. Visions of a whole new 
pattern of life began to lure him, and surely now and then 
he would cast wistful glances after that new ideal. 

John tried to show him the way out. Adulterers need for- 
giveness, cleansing, and the power to rise into a new life of 
purity. That is what John called Herod to accept. But the 
one condition on which forgiveness, cleansing, and a new 
life of power could be his was repentance. This is the very 
heart of the New Testament message. But repentance is not 
always as easy as one might think. John did not minimize 
the difficulty. He insisted that some very definite acts must 
result from the right kind of repentance. 

For one thing he must see the wrong in such a light as to 
make him hate it. Sometimes men see the consequences of 
their sin, and they are so undesirable that they do hate it. 
But this attitude may not last long. The old appetite grows 
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and the sin becomes gradually as attractive as ever. Real 
hatred of sin comes when they know how God feels about it. 
They might learn that from the Voice that thunders the 
Ten Commandments from Mt. Sinai. Or they might learn 
it from the Voice that appeals from Mt. Calvary. But until 
a man knows how God feels, repentance is superficial. 

The next step is to forsake it. A youngster was once asked 
the difference between remorse and repentance. He said, 
“Remorse is when you say you are sorry and do it again. 
Repentance is when you are sorry enough to quit.” It isa 
decision of the will; and as soon as we mean business, God 
provides the power. The will to be different is God’s great 
opportunity. Herod toyed with the idea. He saw the point. 
Maybe he felt the time would come when he would take 
John seriously enough to make the break. His change would 
absolutely have rocked the nation. And that’s what John was 
fighting for. 

Then Herod would have to confess the wrong. The simple 
principle of confession is that it should be as public as the 
wrong. If the nation knew about the sin then the nation 
should know about his repentance. Sins done in the open 
cannot be wholly repented of in a corner. Somebody has 
got to know about the repentance if it’s real. 

The next step is to put things right—to restore. “Put 
away thy brother Philip’s wife,” was John’s fearless demand. 
Of course full restitution is not always possible. Herodias 
might refuse to return to Philip. He on the other hand 
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might not receive her back. And then, too, the daughter of 
Aretas might have married again. But as far as Herod could 
go in that direction he must go if the new life, with forgive- 
ness and healing, was to be his. 

While John was fighting for this new life in Herod, 
Herodias was desperately trying to avert the change. She 
represents the interests in our own world that fight to keep 
people like they are, or to make them worse. On a national 
scale she stands for the subversive forces. Try to imagine 
the industries and rackets in America that would go out of 
business if everyone turned to God in true repentance. Our 
very economic order would be affected. Some of it stands 
in the same position as Herodias. If Herod changes, she is 
finished. 

Herodias was smart. She hated John the Baptist with bit- 
ter hatred. She schemed and plotted for his destruction. 
She had weapons available for the battle. 

For one thing she had Herod’s past life to start with. 
She knew his weaknesses. In the intimacy of their associa- 
tion she could get in a thousand subtle words. She could 
discredit John. She could sow seeds of mistrust. Her lies 
would bear upon his mind. Crafty, sly, with all the deadly 
charm of a woman’s prostituted power, she fought. Herod 
must not change. 

She had the alliance of the glass. It takes a tremendous 
amount of resolution to break a habit. One needs every 


possible encouragement. I know some addicted husbands 
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who could win this battle against alcoholism if their wives 
would join them in the struggle. Some wives play the part 
of Herodias more often than they think. I have never known 
a man wholly to throw off the well-established habit of 
drunkenness who had a wife who even moderately drank 
herself. What chance did Herod have when the person 
closest to him was seeking in every possible way to under- 
mine every good impulse? As a weapon to battle the ap- 
peal of John the Baptist, this had tremendous power. He 
would certainly take a drink at his own birthday party! 
Again, she brought into play the powerful force of sex. 
In every possible way she would strike at his greatest weak- 
ness. She did not have the alliance of the abundance of 
modern art in magazines and advertisements, which is espe- 
cially designed to play upon the sex instinct. But she used 
her young and graceful daughter, Salome. Herodias and 
Salome could easily be given a hundred names today. Per- 
haps a thousand things that are sold today are directly or 
indirectly exploiting the moral weakness of men and women. 
Hostility to any vital Christian force in our world will 
come from many sources. It flares whenever religion cuts 
across human selfishness and vested interests. The religious 
trust in Jerusalem treated Jesus as Herodias treated John. 
And the money-making clique with which these religious 
leaders worked saw in the spiritual awakening Jesus was 
bringing the end of their regime. The only reason that so 


much organized religion does not suffer violent persecution 


CHANGE OR DECAY 69 


today is because it is not morally incisive. Prophets demand 
change. Most of them are crucified or lose their heads. 

Stull further, Herodias had the crowd on her side. Maybe 
they did not understand the terrific issue. Maybe Herodias 
just banked on their moral apathy. Maybe they were with 
her hand in glove to save Herod from John. Maybe they 
were all afraid of Herodias, and dared not hesitate to be her 
tool. Maybe they preferred the glamor of Salome to the 
moral challenge of the prophet. According to the record it 
was finally the crowd that forced Herod to kill John. Once 
trapped into giving his oath he could not break his word 
with all that crowd looking at him. In that dramatic mo- 
ment he had not one single courageous friend. 

It may be possible to draw a striking analogy between 
America and Herod. I do not mean of course that the aver- 
age citizen is as bad as Herod. But in whatever stage of 
moral need the average citizen may be, he is at least like 
Herod in this—he needs to be changed. And that is 
true of the nation as a whole. Impurity is the besetting sin 
of millions. We are in danger of becoming an immoral 
nation. We have forgotten that morals are the secret of 
morale. As the British labor statesman, Lord Elton, has so 
well put it in his book, St. George or the Dragon: ‘“‘Morale, 
which is to say morals, is the foundation of successful war as 
of successful civilization.” American soldiers in the last war 
saw the collapse of France twenty-five years ago on the 


streets of Paris and Marseille. They may not have recognized 
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it then. But French patriots have recognized it now. Those 
American soldiers of 1918 did not dream that they would 
ever see the same symptoms on the streets of American cities. 
They see them now. What then will America be like in 
1968? It took twenty-five years in France. It may not take 
so long here if we go on the way we are going. 

Think under what conditions this generation has grown 
up. There was the wild orgy of gambling and speculation 
in the 1920’s. The postwar world was struggling to get to 
its feet. Bootlegging was at its height. Flapperism was 
rampant. Individualism determined our personal and in- 
ternational attitudes. We simply believed in doing as we 
pleased. We defied all moral and economic laws. Then came 
1929. That sobered us. During the early 1930's we were al- 
most like the prodigal son with his wasted patrimony, facing 
starvation. 

Where was John the Baptist? America was ready to lis- 
ten. Like Herod, millions went down to the River Jordan. 
The religious leadership of this country had its greatest op- 
portunity. But instead of preaching repentance we joined in 
every kind of scheme for social reform. Plans were formu- 
lated. Agencies were set up. Programs were launched. 
Many of these had real merit. And as a result of true na- 
tional repentance, they might have had permanent value. 
But the essential challenge to the heart of this country was 
not in social reform. 
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The one clear voice through those years was indeed like 
the voice of John the Baptist crying in the wilderness. 

“National and world problems remain the same because 

the root problem—human nature—remains unsolved. Un- 
til we deal with human nature thoroughly and drastically on 
a national scale, nations must still follow their historic road 
to violence and destruction.” 
_ Many of us who love the Church are deeply humbled to 
have to make the admission of our failure. Herod often sat 
in the pew but few prophets got arrested or even inter- 
viewed. He often went home from church comforted and 
soothed. Sometimes he even brought about social changes 
and got on committees for civic betterment. But religion did 
not dig into the corrupt heart with a sharp “Repent!” No 
man or woman living in adultery should ever be at ease sit- 
ting in a church. No dishonest person, with the memory of 
lies or stolen goods upon his conscience, should ever find 
comfort from a sermon until he has confessed his sin and 
made full restitution. 

Today another crisis is upon us. Perhaps never in human 
history has a generation been so morally unprepared for a 
great war. Maybe the one thing that will give us our second 
chance is the breakdown of our materialistic philosophy of 
life. Herod was a Sadducee. That was first-century mate- 
rialism. He did not believe in immortality. But when the 
message of Jesus reached his ears Herod exclaimed, “It is 


John, whom I slew, risen from the dead.” It is the perfect 
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illustration of this fact, that when conscience stirs, our fine- 
spun theories will vanish and our stupid philosophies will be 
brushed aside. Mounting casualty lists may make us think. 
“Tt 1s appointed unto men once to die, and after that the 
judgment.” 

We have imagined that morale is something else than 
righteousness. What help are “wine, women, and song” 
when Death blows on our cheeks? What good are amuse- 
ments, and even social or religious plans that deal with life’s 
externals, when moral calamity threatens to engulf us? Re- 
pent. Turn completely about. Forsake sin in every form. 
(sod, and God alone, can save us. Does this call seem now to 
come with the added emphasis of a world beyond the grave? 
We must change or decay. 

“John” always has a difficult task to fulfill. He is the un- 
tarnished Truth. His words are like fire. They are an axe 
laid at the root of the tree. He is a warning of the impend- 
ing wrath of God. He is righteousness aflame with a pas- 
sion. He is the call to personal, social, and national change. 

In one generation he comes in the garb of St. Francis of 
Assisi. In another in the fierce and fiery eloquence of John 
Knox. In still another im the persuasive power of the Wes- 
leys. In our generation “John” is sure to be overlooked by 
millions and hated by millions more. But you can tell when 
he comes if you listen: “Let him who stole, steal no more.” 
‘Bring forth fruits meet for repentance.” “Every tree which 


bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into 
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the fire.” He will come preaching “the baptism of repent- 


33 


ance for the remission of sins.” You can be sure of that. 
And the result of personal change can be seen in social 
change. “He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath 
two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and he that 
hath meat, let him do likewise.” If everybody cares enough 
and everybody shares enough, everybody will have enough. 

The vital element in the Church is calling insistently for 
personal purity, absolute honesty, and a genuine caring for 
the other person. The most powerful spiritual force in our 
world today is pointing to the only path to national security. 

“Three thousand miles of ocean do not change this funda- 
mental problem—and will not save us if we fail to solve it. 
The symptoms may differ in Europe and America. The 
disease is the same. What is the disease? Isn’t it fear, dis- 
honesty, resentment, selfishness? We talk about freedom and 
liberty, but we are slaves to ourselves. 

‘The only possible alternatives today are collapse or God- 
control. And collapse is simply the selfishness of all of us to- 
gether. You and I, if we are selfish, are part of the disease; 
just as you and I, if we are God-controlled, can be part of 
the. cure.” 

I once heard a missionary to India describe a leper: “He 
was slowly rotting to death. His fingers and feet were gone. 
There was a hole in his face where his nose and lips had 
once been. I could see his teeth like a death’s head looking 
out of that decaying body. He was once a strong man, 
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strong and clean, but the hidden germ of leprosy spread 
the poison, finally showing a spot here, another there, until 
that man was decaying.” Only a miracle could restore that 
leper to health. Only a supernatural miracle of the Spirit 
can bring to this country a new life of moral soundness. 
The disease is sin. The treatment is repentance and the 


cure is the Cross of Christ. 


CHAPTER V 


Lhe Government of God 


And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, 
that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that trou- 
bleth Israel? And he answered, I have not trou- 
bled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in 
that ye have forsaken the commandments of the 
Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim. Now there- 
fore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount 
Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hun- 
dred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves 
four hundred, which eat at fezebel’s table. So 
Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and 
gathered the prophets together unto mount Car- 
mel. And Elijah came unto all the people, and 
said, How long halt ye between two opinions? 
if the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, 


then follow him. 
—I KINGS 18:17-21 


V 


THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD 


“If the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him.” 
—I Kings 18:21. 


T 


HOUGHTFUL Americans want an answer. The 

problems before us are too colossal for any individual 
or political party. Men are groping. The present is becoming 
more complicated every day. The future is dark. Last week 
in a barbershop where one picks up a lot of modern thought, 
a man said soberly, “If things go on two more years as they 
are going, our country will be in one hopeless mess.” The 
national debt at such a sum as leaves the mind almost a 
blank; the moral deterioration of youth and the powerless- 
ness of mature people to stem the tide; the impotence of 
new laws and stricter justice; race riots and industrial dis- 
putes—all these fairly stun us. And events are moving so 
swiftly. Could we get hold of one basic truth, one common 
solvent for our problems? 

Today we are engaged in total war. We are fighting for 
total victory. But I believe we shall never achieve total vic- 
tory unless we fight for total Christianity. 

Our side winning the war will not be in itself a total vic- 
tory, for there are evil forces plotting within the nation as 


well as without. William Penn saw the issues clearly in his 
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day. “Men must be governed by God or they will be ruled 
by tyrants.’ The full and complete answer to tyranny out- 
side a nation and within is the government of God. The 
answer to the totalitarian state is total Christianity. In a 
word, making God the Boss. 

Long centuries ago a Hebrew prophet saw what William 
Penn saw, and called upon his nation to face it. “If the 
Lord be God,” he cried, “follow him: but if Baal, then fol- 
low him!” It was a time when men had to take sides. There 
was no middle ground. They had to decide whether they 
and their nation would be governed by God or ruled by 
tyrants. 

Today, as in Elijah’s time, two mighty forces are bidding 
for the heart of the world. We also are in the midst of one 
of those critical and creative periods of history when the 
future of our nation can be decided for a thousand years 
to come. Individuals cannot make the choice merely as in- 
dividuals. ‘The old-time evangelist has stressed the tragedy of 
men and women individually going to hell. That happens 
in every generation. But today we live in a time when enough 
individuals choosing to go to hell will pull the nation down 
to hell with them. 

The choice we each make determines the way America 
will go. And we need an Elijah to say to us as a nation: 
“Tf the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow 
him.” We have got to decide who will be the boss. 


Most of you are familiar with that dramatic meeting on 
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Mount Carmel. The leaders of the nation were present. The 
king was involved in the issue. The nation was teetering 
in the balance. Like America today, Israel could go either 
way. A hard push would send her in either direction. It was 
a day of destiny, a day of choice, a day of decision. It was 
to be a turning point in the nation’s history. 

The children of Israel had come out of the wilderness 
into a new land as pioneers. Behind them were leaders who 
had been led by God. The true God and His holy laws 
had been written into the nation’s constitution. The Ten 
Commandments had been like the Mayflower compact. The 
founders of America like the pioneers of Israel took God 
as their King. They laid broad and strong foundations for 
liberty and security. They saw that no nation could rise to 
greatness and remain strong that did not obey God. “The 
Lord shall be king over all the earth,’ wrote Zechariah. 
Deep at the heart of national philosophy, both in Israel and 
in America, was the simple idea that God must be the Boss. 

Then the thing happened in Israel which is happening in 
America today. True religion began to get confused with 
materialism. In Israel it was more dramatic and more ob- 
servable. Materialism had a god. Baal was his name. He 
had his priests and his temples. He was the bane of Israel’s 
existence, because he offered to them the things the human 
instincts crave. Baal was the god of the flesh. At first he 
was an agricultural deity and the people associated produc- 
tiveness with him. He sent the rain, he warmed the soil and 
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brought forth harvests. But soon he became the god of li- 
cense and immorality. His priests encouraged the people to 
follow their natural inclinations. His worship cut at the very 
heart of Israel’s religion. It was idolatry in its most insidious 
form. Baalism was materialism deified. It was complete 
selfishness. Its chief expression was lust. So Baal began com- ~ 
peting with Jehovah. 

On one side self-indulgence and materialism pressed upon 
the people, on the other the faith and moral discipline of 
their fathers. They began to be confused. They took a little 
of Baal and a little of Jehovah. They put morality on the 
basis of relative values. They watered down the stern laws 
demanding uncompromising obedience—laws of purity and 
honesty—and tempered them to permit a low moral stand- 
ard. The worship of Baal and Jehovah got mixed. It was 
hard for the average, ordinary person to know where the 
line of separation ran. And one of the most subtle dangers 
in America now is that same kind of confusion. 

Confusion is always the devil’s strategy. He blurs our 
moral judgment. He creates fogs and deals in shades and 
mixed colors. He hates the light; he despises blacks and 
whites, strong contrasts, and clear issues. Millions of people 
in America live in moral fogs. ‘They see only greys and 
browns. They move in spiritual twilight, confused and agi- 
tated. The Christian philosophy of life has gotten mixed 
with selfishness. Compromise has permeated our entire social 
life. The phrase, “The American Way,” has come to mean 
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something vastly different from what our fathers intended. 
With some it is a kind of Baal worship that tolerates Chris- 
tian ethics only to the extent that they do not seriously con- 
trol people. Some people say they worship God but actually 
obey Baal. Others worship Baal but cannot wholly get away 
from Christian ideas. Modified immorality on the basis of 
cleverness guides millions of people. Modified dishonesty, 
within the letter of American law, guides millions more. 
Unselfishness limited strictly to one’s own family is a com- 
mon rule. A kind attitude toward people in general but a 
bitter attitude toward some people in particular is another. 
Baal and Jehovah are mixed in people’s minds. 

In such a confused and critical age we need prophets. 
Not prophets in the sense of men who can predict the fu- 
ture. A real prophet is not a soothsayer or a mere predictor. 
A real prophet is a man who sees where the issues of life and 
death lie, who can set before the nation the essential choices. 
Elijah was a real prophet. He saw that Israel as a nation 
could not go on with God and Baal. The time had come 
when it must be God or Baal. Elijah was fearless and un- 
compromising. He faced the four hundred and fifty prophets 
of Baal, the king, and the people. It was to be an “either— 
or.” They had to get on one side or the other. And God vin- 
dicated His prophet with an answer that sent the multitude 
away saying, “The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the 
God.” 

The choice before us today is just as plain. We must 
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choose between total chaos and total Christianity. Will it be 
materialism or Jesus Christ? Baal or God? Selfishness or 
unselfishness? Immorality or purity? Will we live for our- 
selves or for the other fellow? Every day brings us nearer the 
fatal hour when we must decide nationally for God or 
against Him. 

We need leaders like George Washington who know 
that the basic issue today is not political or economic but 
moral. “Let us raise a standard to which the wise and 
honest can repair. The event is in the hand of God.” It is 
God or Baal; discipline or indulgence; right or wrong. 
This message must be got to the millions: “If the Lord be 
God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him.” 

Man’s confusion results from his unwillingness to let 
God wholly rule his life. We have been governed by our 
instincts, our desires, our hates; we have been governed 
by people’s opinions and by human wisdom; we have been 
governed by false philosophies and false ideals. For all 
our pious protestations we have consistently refused to be 
governed by God. And the result is myriad forms of 
tyranny masquerading under the name of freedom. The 
answer to all this confusion lies in the government of God. 
God’s government in you and me, in home, factory, poli- 
tics, agriculture, in the prosecution of the war, in the plans 
for world peace, at the peace table, in the swing from war 
production to peace-time industry. Everywhere, the gov- 
ernment of God! 
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Behind this thought lies solid logic. We believe in God. 
He made us. We did not just happen. We are strange 
creatures and this is a strange universe. But God made it 
and He put us here.. We did not come from any cosmic 
accident. We are part of a plan, a divine plan. The surest 
fact on which to build our thesis is this: “In the beginning 
God.” We have come from a supernatural force. Behind 
all the bewildering scene is God. 

God knows what He is about. He knows what is best 
for every single one of us, for our homes, our business, and 
our nation. The very assumption of God leads straight to 
His sovereignty. If there is a God at all, He has the right 
to direct our lives and our destiny. In one of the darkest 
periods of history St. Augustine rediscovered this great 
fact and dreamed of the City of God, a perfect society on 
this earth. This truth must blaze forth again to all the 
world. 

A nation led by God would lead the world. “And nations 
. .. Shall run unto thee because of the Lord thy God,” cried 
Isaiah. A nation’s glory is to demonstrate God’s govern- 
ment. Here is the high aim of any country. Here is the clue 
to a nation’s destiny. America’s future depends upon her 
accepting and demonstrating God’s government. If she 
listens to God and obeys Him she can be great among all 
nations. Here in America we have the people, the means 


of communication, the political forms, the wealth, the 
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prestige, and the ability. We must establish God as our 
Ruler and give this ideal to the nations. 

Slowly there rises before the student of Scripture the 
unfolding plan. God lays down simple, fundamental laws 
which set forth the picture of life as He wants it. These 
God-given laws are the foundations of morality. Men 
began to live by them. As they lived by them they became 
increasingly aware of a Presence, and they learned to con- 
verse with that Presence. Men walked with God. They 
talked with Him “as a man talks with a friend.” Men began 
to tell what God said to them. Out of one man’s experience 
of God came a specially chosen family. Out of this spe- 
cially chosen family came a specially chosen nation. As long 
as they carried out God’s plan the nation prospered. But 
as life became more complex and complicated, many peo- 
ple began to do as they pleased. God’s plan was ignored 
and His laws were flouted. Troubles multiplied. Greed and 
hate and arrogance became nation-wide. God’s plan ap- 
peared to fail. Back and forth the nation swayed between 
peace and war, between prosperity and calamity, between 
temporary efforts at obedience and prolonged periods of 
rebellion. Elijah was one of the many who tried to stem 
the tide. At last the patience of God seemed to be exhausted. 
The nation tottered and fell. 

But the experience of that nation would be a lesson for all 
the world. Israel showed what it will be like for any nation 
that refuses to make God the Boss. Jesus came to set forth 
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in even clearer terms the choice we have to make. By 
parable and miracle He made His truth plain. On the 
cross He made it inescapable and offered men a full ex- 
perience of God. After His resurrection He offered His 
followers the gift which only the prophets had known be- 
fore. His Spirit would be available to all, men and women, 
old and young, parents and children alike. He would guide 
them to teach the nations and bring the whole world under 
God’s control. 

His followers would meet the complicated issues of life 
‘with clear direction and with a super-Power. They would 
aim to make their nations Christian. They would fight 
the powers of Baal which through the centuries have al- 
ways destroyed men’s countries. ‘The Church would be an 
army under orders. The objectives would be clear, the 
strategy inspired, and the victory certain. At the very cen- 
ter of their philosophy would be the fact that God would 
speak directly to their hearts and minds. He would guide 
them in every detail of their life. He would show them 
how to fight for the New Order wherever they were. Men 
would listen and He would speak. Obedient men would 
unite and work together until God became the Boss in home, 
industry, and government. For nineteen hundred years this 
challenge has been ringing through our world. 

For a generation now our national thinking has been 
nearly void of this simple but revolutionary fact that men 


can be in touch with God, that in every situation men can 
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know the will of God, that they can know exactly what God 
wants them to be and do, that there is always adequate 
and accurate information available. When men listen God 
speaks. 

Think what it will mean in such tragic days if men turn 
to God and listen to His voice. Think what it will mean 
to you, personally, to your home, to your business. ‘Think 
what it will mean to a city’s government, to a state legisla- 
ture, to our national Congress. Surely many of us love 
America enough to change and make God the Boss. But 
how? 

Let me tell you of two men and how they made God 
the Boss. One is a mechanic. Before the war he was work- 
ing in a shipyard on the day shift. Times were slack. It 
looked as if he or the man on the night shift might be laid 
off at any moment. He left his machine in such shape that 
it took the night-shift man valuable time to get it in order. 
If the machine was running “off,” it was the other guy’s 
business to find it out. He was looking out for number one. 
If anyone was to be laid off he wanted it to be the other 
fellow. Still, he went to church. His business and religion 
were in different departments of his life. He didn’t even 
see the issue. He felt pretty satisfied with himself. Then a 
prophet’s voice got his ear. He began to see things straight. 
Either he was a Christian or he wasn’t. It shocked him. 
For days he fought the idea back and forth. He had to be 
really Christian or stop pretending. 
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Now, you may think that nobody but God has a right 
to talk to you like that. Your actions and your motives are 
your own. But beware how you duck and dodge when 
God talks to you through another person. If anybody can 
help you hear what God says, then he is a prophet. He 
makes the issue clear. He draws the line. He faces you 
with the choice. 

The mechanic decided for total Christianity. He decided 
that he would trust God. If being a one-hundred-percent 
Christian meant that he would be laid off, then he felt 
he could trust God to see that he had something to eat 
and a place to sleep and enough to wear. So he began. 

He took time at the close of the shift to clean and ar- 
range the tools. He left a note explaining any deviation or 
irregularity in the machine. He started to live for the other 
fellow. And then a miracle happened. The man of the night 
shift wanted to know about the change. He saw the point 
and agreed to work on the same principle. They united 
their forces. They began to plan for a new spirit in the 
whole shop. Those two mechanics have showed thousands 
what total Christianity could mean to a nation’s industry. 
They listened to God, ready to obey Him no matter what 
it cost. And a plan emerged. First it was the simple things. 
They learned to do the simple Christian things where they 
worked. They took the spirit to their homes and then 
started planning to make it national. 

Only this past week I read of the other—a printer in a 
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western city. One day a political candidate came to him 
and asked him to set up some campaign material. The po- 
litical aspirant was running for a local office. The election 
itself was a symbol of what American democracy stands 
for, a free election in a free country. That is one of the 
things we’re grateful for. Well, the printer refused to print 
the campaign literature. The candidate indignantly de- 
manded a reason. The printer had read the copy and he 
said, “That sort of stuff is not the basis on which a man 
should run for office! All you’re doing is running the other 
fellow down, instead of building up a positive platform.” 

“That shows you don’t know anything about politics,” 
retorted the candidate. “You never elect yourself in this 
game; you simply uproot the other fellow from office.” The 
would-be office holder clamped his hat on his head and 
stamped out. But the printer held his ground. 

Two hours later the candidate returned. “T’ve thought it 
over,” he said; “I’m converted. Help me write a positive 
platform, and let’s get the campaign going on that basis.” 
Then the printer began to set forth his views: “There are 
thousands of men on the battlefront,” he said, “willing 
to die for this country. What we need at home are more 
men who will live for it—who will sacrifice and fight that 
God’s will can operate—men who are willing to lose some 
of their trade and some of their friends-if need be.” 

Thus one man, a very ordinary citizen, began to influence 
his city’s life. Later in the campaign one of the city coun- 
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cilmen declared that the very union label of that printing 
shop began to stand for Christian ethics and truthfulness. 
The news analyst who wrote the story added this sentence: 
“This sort of action is vital national service. That printer 
is fighting this war as much as if he were in uniform.” 

That’s what total Christianity means. It is the applica- 
tion of God’s will to every part of our nation’s life—to labor 
and management, to every political party, to every busi- 
ness, to every home, and finally to the Peace Conference 
that will some day come if God gives us a military victory. 
It means the will of God totally applied. 

In the words of a modern prophet, Frank Buchman, who 
for more than twenty years has pressed this message of 
God’s control : 

“People believe that their leaders should be guided by 
God. But the rank and file must be guided too. A God- 
guided public opinion is the strength of the leaders. This is 
the dictatorship of the living Spirit of God. Only God- 
controlled men will make God-controlled nations to make 
a new world.” 

Is not this the philosophy we need? Is it not the Church’s 
job to shout it from the housetops? Must we not get it into 
our nation’s fibre before the diplomats and generals get 
around the peace table? We are engaged in total war. We 
are fighting for total victory. But we shall never achieve to- 


tal victory unless we fight for total Christianity. 
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